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Granlahan National School

Homework Policy

Updated March 2023


Introductory Statement
The Board of Management of Granlahan NS recognises homework is an integral link in the chain of communication between school and home. Parents can monitor the progress of their children through continual reference to homework diaries and liaison with teachers via Aladdin. It was ratified by the B.O.M.

Rationale
Regular homework is a valuable aspect of the learning process and contributes to the development of sound study skills. It consolidates work done and promotes independent learning.

Aims
· To reinforce what the child learns in class.
· To cultivate the habit of private study and to develop a good work ethic.
· To evaluate progress and identify any problems that may arise.
· To keep parents involved in their child’s schoolwork.
· To allow children use materials and resources not always available in the classroom.
· To encourage self-reliance, organisation and responsibility.
· Promote consistency and a uniform approach to homework across teachers and class levels

Relationship with the Characteristic Spirit of the School
All the children are cherished equally and are encouraged daily to do their best. We fully appreciate the range of intellectual ability that exists in each class. Any problems a child may have with homework or schoolwork will be handled with sensitivity.

Guidelines
· Homework is never an exercise in isolation but is always an integral part of subjects being taught.
· Homework should be consistent - a small amount should be given daily forming a pattern.
· Teachers will check that homework is being done and will give extra help where difficulties occur. Teachers will also differentiate homework as appropriate for pupils with additional needs.
· Parents are asked to supervise. Class teacher should be informed of any difficulties.
· Where a pupil receives homework from their Special Education Teacher (SET), the class teacher and SET will collaborate in relation to the nature and type of homework the child is to receive. 
	

How Often?
Homework is given, as a rule, from Monday to Thursday night, weekends are free of homework. Homework may be given at the weekend if the teacher considers that an individual or individuals may need it.


Homework Content
Homework will contain a balance between doing tasks, reading tasks, learning tasks and written tasks. This balance may vary from day to day.
Parents and children will be informed that homework time devoted to reading and learning is most important as it helps children acquire good study habits for secondary school.
Homework will consist of a variety of activities - spellings, tables, drawing, well-being, project research, etc. This reflects the changes in approach to curricular areas in the Revised New Curriculum.

How Much Time?
It is agreed that homework will be given to all children. Different children will complete the same homework in different lengths of time. Time spent may vary from day to day. Quality of content and presentation are far more important than quantity. General guidelines are:	

      Junior / Senior Infants	      10 - 15 minutes
	1st & 2nd. Class	      20 - 30 minutes
	3rd. & 4th. Class	      30 - 40 minutes
	5th. & 6th. Class	      45- 60 minutes

It is particularly important that children attending the Special Education Teacher (SET) do their work in order that they get the maximum benefit from their time in Support.

Resources
Homework journal will be used by children in 1st – 6th Class and should be signed by a parent.

Parents Role
· Parents are asked to provide a suitable place and time given for homework.
· Try to minimise interruptions and distractions (T.V., visiting friends, etc.) while homework is in progress.
· Try to allow your child to work independently as they should be able to complete most of their homework with minimal support.
· If a child is experiencing difficulty, parents are encouraged to help but not to do the homework for the child. Contact should be made with the class teacher at the first opportunity via Aladdin or the Homework Journal.
· Homework journals should be signed daily and checked for any communication from the class teacher.
· Parents should communicate with the teacher if:
(a)	Child didn’t do homework due to family circumstances
(b)	When homework is too difficult for the child
(c)	If time spent on homework is often longer than the recommended 	amount of time


Failure to do Homework
Homework should be done nightly and if not a short note from the parent via Aladdin or in the homework journal is required, otherwise sanctions will apply. When implementing this policy, there must be leeway. A teacher will always use his/her discretion when implementing a sanction, taking due regard for issues surrounding the matter, the regularity of such an occurrence, etc. 
Sanctions may include:
a) Staying in at lunchtime/break-time to finish work not done.
b) Completing the work the following night in addition to that night’s homework 

Parents will be contacted if there is continual neglect of homework.


Board of Management Ratification
This policy is hereby ratified by the Board of Management of Granlahan National School.
Signed: _______________________________			Date: _____/____/2025
	Maureen Behan (Chairperson BOM)
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